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DEP Offers Funding for Projects to Improve Local Water Quality by 
Reducing Stormwater Runoff  

Grants will fund urban stormwater best management practices in Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
 
Harrisburg, PA – The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has opened a grant 
program to control urban stormwater and improve local water quality. Municipalities, including 
cities, boroughs, or incorporated towns within the Chesapeake Bay Watershed are eligible to 
apply. 
 
“Urban stormwater runoff has a big role in local water quality, it’s so important to manage that 
stormwater properly to prevent pollution from reaching our waterways,” said DEP Secretary 
John Quigley. “These grants will serve as a valuable tool to enable local governments to 
improve their urban stormwater management and ultimately, their water quality and that of their 
neighbors downstream.” 
 
The grants will fund construction of urban stormwater best management practices (BMPs) to 
reduce the discharge of nutrients and sediments delivered to local waterways, and ultimately, 
the Chesapeake Bay. Eligible projects include but are not limited to: 

 Raingardens/bioretention 

 Permeable pavement 

 Urban stream restoration 

 Urban tree planting 

 Green roofs 

 Wetlands and wet ponds
 
Projects must be complete within two years of grant award. Grants will be selected on a 
competitive basis. 
 
The money for these grants is provided by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency. There is 
$2,300,000 available for the grant program. The maximum funding amount per applicant is 
$200,000. 
 
Projects cannot be associated with new development or for new detention basins. Projects must 
be within urbanized areas according to the latest Decennial Census in which National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit coverage is required for the discharge of 
stormwater from municipal separate storm sewer systems, or for discharges from combined 
sewer overflows through combined sewer systems. 
 
Click here to apply, or contact Leif Rowles at lerowles@pa.gov or 717-783-2290. Grant 
applications are due no later than October 9. 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Amanda Witman, 717-787-1323 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE: Pennsylvania’s Chesapeake Bay Watershed includes the following counties: 

http://www.depweb.state.pa.us/MS4
mailto:lerowles@pa.gov


 Adams 

 Bedford 

 Blair 

 Bradford 

 Cambria 

 Cameron 

 Centre 

 Clearfield 

 Clinton 

 Columbia 

 Cumberland 

 Elk 

 Franklin 

 Fulton 

 Huntingdon 

 Juniata 

 Lackawanna 

 Lancaster 

 Lebanon 

 Luzerne 

 Lycoming 

 Mifflin 

 Montour 

 Northumberland 

 Perry 

 Potter 

 Schuylkill 

 Snyder 

 Sullivan 

 Susquehanna 

 Tioga 

 Union 

 Wyoming 

 York 
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