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Our work touches 

everyday life.

From the water you drink to the 

air you breathe to the buildings 

and communities where you 

live, work and play.

Spotts, Stevens and McCoy is a 

family-owned regional 

engineering, environmental, and 

surveying firm serving local and 

global clients. We engineer 

solutions for a better world. Our 

work touches everyday life; from 

the water you drink, to the air 

you breathe, to the buildings 

and communities where you 

live, work and play. 

EXPERTISE

• Building Engineering

• Site and Civil Engineering

• Survey, Data Capture and 

Modeling

• Water and Wastewater 

Engineering

• Construction Phase Services

@ssmgroup.com

Now is the time to plan ahead to avoid typical 

last-minute problems like mold and legionella. 

Although the students are vacationing and the 

classrooms are empty, school buildings and 

grounds continue to be a busy place during 

the summer months. In addition to finalizing 

budgets and overseeing summer construction 

and renovations, it’s important to take 

proactive steps to avoid problems in the fall. 

We recommend addressing the symptoms 

before they escalate into problems. Each year 

we are called to investigate various indoor 

environmental situations, many of which result 

in expensive clean-up costs. You can avoid 

many of those non-budgeted expenses by 

taking proactive steps during the summer 

months. A few suggested steps are included 

in our Summer Checklist. 

Summer Checklist 

 Work with teachers and staff 

to prepare classrooms for 

summer cleaning and 

maintenance.

 Avoid environmental quality 

problems with indoor air 

and water systems by 

training staff on effective 

and appropriate means and 

methods for maintenance 

and cleaning procedures.

 Maintain grounds and 

landscaping to avoid the 

introduction of 

contaminants to the indoor 

air environment.

 Minimize conditions that 

lead to mold growth by 

operating building 

ventilation systems to 

maintain a constant 

temperature and humidity.

 Eliminate the potential for 

growth of bacteria by 

maintaining appropriate 

procedures for your 

buildings water systems.

 Check unoccupied areas 

frequently to avoid the 

propagation of mold. 

It’s Not Too Early to Begin Preparing Your 

Buildings for the Fall!
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Land Development, Surveying and Electrical Engineering Services:

Mountain View Elementary | 1667 KW Solar PV 

SSM provided electrical engineering services associated with interconnecting the 

solar PV array system inverters to the existing electrical distribution system and the 

West Penn Power electrical distribution system. Services included coordination with 

West Penn Power requirements in order to upgrade the existing 1600 Amp 208/120 

Volt elementary school service to a new 2500 Amp 480/277 Volt service for both the 

three 600 Amp Inverter Combiner Panels for the 60 KW String Inverters and to 

backfeed the existing elementary school 1600 Amp Switchboard from a new 500 KVA 

480 to 208/120 Volt transformer.

SSM provided comprehensive civil engineering services to prepare Land 

Development Plans for Peters Township showing the solar PV array system. These 

services included coordination with Peters Township and working with RER to develop 

Concept Plans and Site Plans. Land Development services included site plan 

preparation, layout, grading and erosion and sediment control plans. 

SSM Landscape Architects designed a decorative vegetative screen to buffer 

neighboring homes from the school district property and worked closely with the 

School Board and district Business Manager to provide for a future driveway 

connection to Fort Louden Road to improve school bus traffic safety. Securing 

permits from the Franklin County Planning Commission, Peters Township Planning 

Commission and Board of Supervisors and the Franklin County Conservation District 

were part of the Land Development Plan approval process. Once all municipal 

approvals were acquired, building permits were obtained to allow construction to 

proceed. 

SSM provided survey stakeout services at the time of construction for all components 

of the soil and erosion design, the concrete structures and all aspects of the solar 

array. Upon completion of the array SSM provided stakeout data for the location of 

the solid fence that now encloses the project. Accurate construction stakeout ensured 

that all components of the design were built in their intended location and free of any 

restrictions or utility conflicts.

James Buchanan High School | 369 KW Solar PV 

SSM provided electrical engineering services associated with interconnecting the 

solar PV array system inverters to the existing 4000 Amp 480/277 Volt electrical 

distribution system with an 800 Amp Inverter Combiner Panel for the 60 KW String 

Inverters. SSM performed GPS-based roof surface survey support for the 

development of a 2D drafted plan of the entire rooftop showing all roof penetrations, 

permanently fixed mechanical units, roof drains and various surface decks. The 

deliverable for the product was an AutoCAD Civil 3D plan and a PDF version of the 

project. 

Harnessing the 

Power of the Sun

RER Energy Group 

Tuscarora School District

SSM worked with RER Energy 

Group to provide surveying and 

electrical and civil engineering 

services for the installation of solar 

panels at the Tuscarora School 

District and interconnection to the 

District’s existing electrical 

distribution system and the West 

Penn Power electrical distribution 

system. 

The school board borrowed $1.2 

million for the project, which 

required it to form a special 

purchasing entity with the state and 

investors. The panels were installed 

to help the District manage its 

electric expenses. The installation 

also provides benefit if the system 

produces more electricity than the 

District needs, as it can sell some 

power back to the grid at a 

wholesale price.



Voith & Mactavish Architects, LLP

Catholic University  Caldwell Hall

The only building in D.C. of its time with 

Romanesque architecture, the old stone 

masterpiece has acquired structural 

imperfections due to factors like aging, settling, 

construction, and the earthquake of 2011. It 

was the client’s wish to replace all of the 

intricate windows to fit the altered, uneven 

masonry openings. 

SSM provided the surveying, high-definition 

scanning and plan preparation services for the 

existing exterior conditions of Caldwell Hall on 

the historical Catholic University campus in 

Downtown Washington D.C. 

Utilizing High-Definition Survey (HDS) laser 

scanning technology to collect data and 

measurements on the building exterior, SSM 

was able to generate thirteen (13) different 2-D 

elevation views illustrating the exact existing 

conditions of each façade of the building. The 

illustration elements included water tables and 

belt courses; inner and outer masonry arches 

and openings of windows and doors; stairs 

and inner and outer edges of roofing; cornices 

and dormers; and a general outline of cupolas 

and towers. The scanned data was then used 

to create a detailed window schedule for 

replacement of each window. 

Saving valuable time, costs, and eliminating 

possibility of human error using scanning 

technology, the project team at Spotts, Stevens 

and McCoy was able to meet the budget and 

time schedule for Voith & Mactavish. 

On May 24, 1888, the 

cornerstone for today’s 

4-story Caldwell Hall was laid 

for building with President 

Grover Cleveland and 

Cardinal James Gibbons of 

Baltimore present. 
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Surveying, High-Definition Scanning and Plan 

Preparation Services 

Asbestos 

Management Services

Asbestos can be harmful if not 

identified and properly managed. 

SSM can help address your 

concerns. Our team includes 

AHERA-accredited building 

inspectors, management planners, 

and project designers, and 

registered professional engineers 

and certified industrial hygienists.

Pennsbury School District 

Performed asbestos survey and 

assessment and delivered AHERA 

Management Plans. Conduct 6-

month asbestos surveillance 

inspections. Prepared 

specifications, reviewed submittals 

and plans, conducted air monitoring 

and contractor oversight.

Wallingford-Swarthmore School 

District 

Prepared specifications, reviewed 

submittals and plans, and 

conducted air monitoring and 

contractor oversight.

Haverford Township School District 

Performed asbestos survey and 

assessment and delivered AHERA 

Management Plans. Conduct 6-

month asbestos surveillance 

inspections. Prepared 

specifications, reviewed submittals 

and plans, conducted air monitoring 

and contractor oversight.

Upper Merion Area School District 

Performed asbestos survey and 

assessment and delivered AHERA 

Management Plans. Conduct 6-

month asbestos surveillance 

inspections. Prepared 

specifications, reviewed submittals 

and plans, conducted air monitoring 

and contractor oversight.
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Join Our Growing Team!

We are actively recruiting for qualified applicants to fill a variety of positions. 

Visit ssmgroup.com/join-us for more information about these opportunities.

Survey Technician Project Coordinator

Electrical Project Engineer Senior Electrical Engineer

Mechanical Engineer Structural Engineer

Senior Water Engineer Project Representative/Construction Observer

Staff News

We are excited to welcome Cheryl Light, CPA to the firm as Vice President and 

Chief Financial Officer. She assumes the role from Edwin Hostetter, II CPA, CGMA, 

who retired from the firm after 26 years as Vice President and Chief Financial 

Officer. As CFO, Light will lead SSM’s financial operations to support and achieve 

the firm’s strategic objectives. Light is a member of American Institute of Certified 

Public Accountants (AICPA), the Pennsylvania Institute of Certified Public 

Accountants (PICPA), and Greater Reading Chamber Family Business Alliance 

Advisory Board. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Albright 

College and an Associate Degree in Business Administration from The Pennsylvania 

State University, Berks Campus. 

Congratulations to Sam Zook, PLS who assumes the role of Director of Surveying 

and Data Capture for the firm. Zook will be responsible for the management of the 

staff, operation of the department, and QA/QC role on all surveying projects. A 

licensed Professional Land Surveyor in Pennsylvania and New York, Sam is a 2009 

graduate of Pennsylvania College of Technology with an AAS in Surveying 

Technology and AAS in Civil Engineering Technology. He is also a FAA Certified 

Remote Pilot. 

We are excited to announce the promotion of Kevin Hoffman, SIT to Survey Crew 

Chief. Kevin is a 2016 graduate of Pennsylvania College of Technology with an 

A.A.S. in Surveying Technologies. He is responsible for conducting field 

topographical and property surveys, engineering surveys, records research, 

preparing plots, calculations and legal descriptions for properties; establishing field 

control; construction stakeout; and monumentation. He is trained in using Trimble 

GPS equipment, Trimble robotic instruments, Leica ScanStation, AutoCAD and 

Cyclone.

Congratulations to Addison Wechter, PE for earning his Professional Engineers 

license in Pennsylvania. Addison is a graduate of Lafayette College with a BS in Civil 

Engineering. His civil and municipal engineering project experience includes 

performing detailed engineering design of stormwater management BMPs and 

systems, erosion and sedimentation controls, and road maintenance projects.

Cheryl Light, CPA Sam Zook, PLS Kevin Hoffman, SIT

Lancaster 

Conservancy 

Celebrates Water 

Week

Lancaster Water Week was 

conceived along the banks of the 

Conestoga River by friends Fritz 

Schroeder (Lancaster County 

Conservancy) and Spike Brant 

(Nimblist). While kayaking along the 

river offers much beauty and solace, 

it is also a front row seat to the 

amount of erosion, pollution, and 

disregard some have for this 

amazing fresh water resource.

With this in mind, they set out to 

create a campaign that celebrates 

the unique waterways of Lancaster 

County, educates the public about 

the challenges we face and 

opportunities we can create, and 

activates people to take action in 

their watersheds and communities.

Lancaster County is blessed with 

1,500 stream miles, but 47% of these 

streams are polluted and cannot 

support their original aquatic life. 

Waterways are at the core of 

Lancaster County. They drive 

economic opportunity and growth 

that benefits our local economy and 

agriculture. Our rivers and streams 

are the source of our drinking water 

and recreation to be enjoyed by all. 

To protect these waters, we want to 

strengthen the sense of stewardship 

in Lancaster County. Water connects 

us all!

Visit lancasterwaterweek.org for 

more information about Lancaster 

Water Week events.

http://www.ssmgroup.com/join-us
https://www.lancasterwaterweek.org/
https://www.lancasterwaterweek.org/
https://www.lancasterwaterweek.org/

