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Johnny on the Spot 
a person who is on hand and ready to perform a service or 

respond to an emergency. (Merriam-Webster Dictionary) 

In 1896 the phrase, Johnny on the Spot was the subject of an article in 

the New York Sun titled “Johnny on the Spot: A New Phrase Which Has 

Become Popular in New York.” The article details the expression that had 

become very popular in NYC. According to HOT Idioms, here’s what was 

said: ‘We need a printer in Chicago… Johnny on the spot. You got it?’

We’re taking the phrase, adding some Spotts, Stevens and McCoy values 

and coining a new, regular feature in the Spottlight:

This new column is focused on the emergencies that our clients face and the  

solutions that we help them find. We maintain a highly trained and equipped 

workforce to respond to and recover from daily incidents, local emergencies, 

and major disasters. SSM holds true to our reputation of being available, 

responsive, and forward-thinking. 

Here are a few examples of our response to emergency situations:

• On a Sunday morning at 4:20 am, one of SSM’s Project Managers 

received a call from one of our clients who had just encountered a 36’ 

water main break on a state highway. Our Project Manager took the call 

and headed into action and scrambled our resources. Within hours, SSM 

staff was on-site evaluating the situation, preparing action plans and 

coordinating emergency repair services. 

• A personal-care beauty products manufacturer received two separate 

OSHA Citations and Notice of Penalty letters that contained violations with 

a combined proposed penalty of $285,000. The work involved was multi-

faceted in that it involved two separate tasks to address violations of 

OSHA’s Flammable Liquid Standard and a Fire Code Evaluation of an 

explosion proof room. As a result of SSM’s assistance, the proposed 

OSHA penalty was reduced by half.

• SSM provided emergency services for a healthcare facility. The hospital 

had received a Notice of Violation (NOV) from the DEP and requested our 

immediate help to avoid a substantial fine. Within the 30-day timeframe, 

SSM coordinated walkthrough inspection of the facility to ascertain all air 

contaminant sources, calculated the site’s Potential to Emit (PTE) 

emissions, and completed all DEP application forms. SSM also prepared 

two separate Request for Determinations (RFDs) for two exempt 

combustion sources and a request to eliminate the site’s synthetic minor 

status. Ultimately, the facility was able to remain compliant with State and 

Federal regulations and did not receive a fine due to our team’s rapid 

response.

Responsive. Efficient.

Building on relationships.

When you call us, 

we’ll be there.

We are successful when our clients 

are successful. This is the philosophy 

by which each of us at SSM 

works every day. And our clients tell 

us that this attention to our clients 

separates us from our competition. 

Our proven experience. Our ability to 

mobilize, undertake, and successfully 

complete the scope of work in a timely 

fashion. Our team becomes part of 

our client’s team, and are always 

available to respond to short notice 

meetings or emergencies. We can be 

contacted for service 24 hours per 

day, seven days per week.  

https://makingheadsortailsofidioms.com/2013/10/15/johnny-on-the-spot/
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On February 1, the Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) began accepting 

applications for Act 13 drilling impact fees paid by natural gas drillers. These grants 

are for watershed restoration, abandoned mine drainage abatement, baseline water 

quality data, orphaned or abandoned well plugging, sewage facilities, flood 

mitigation programs and recreation. The deadline for applications is May 31.

Below is a summary of available grants:

WATERSHED RESTORATION

The overall goal of the Watershed Restoration and Protection Program is to restore 

and maintain restored stream reaches impaired by the uncontrolled discharge of 

nonpoint source polluted runoff, and ultimately to remove these streams from the 

Department of Environmental Protection’s Impaired Waters list.

ABANDONED MINE DRAINAGE ABATEMENT AND TREATMENT

Projects which involve the reclamation of Abandoned Mine Well(s), construction of a 

new AMD site, remediation and repair of existing AMD project sites, operation and 

maintenance maintaining current AMD remediation sites, establishment of trust fund 

to ensure ongoing maintenance is achieved, and monitoring of water quality to track 

or continue to trace nonpoint source load reductions resulting from AMD 

remediation projects.

ORPHAN OR ABANDONED WELL PLUGGING PROGRAM

Projects which involve the cleaning out and plugging of abandoned and orphaned 

oil and gas wells; stray gas mitigation systems; and well venting projects.

BASELINE WATER QUALITY DATA

Projects which involve practices for water sample collection and analysis to 

document existing groundwater quality conditions on private water supplies.

SEWAGE FACILITIES PROGRAM

Costs associated with the planning work required under Act 537 Sewage Facilities 

Act.

FLOOD MITIGATION

Projects authorized by a flood protection authority, the Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) or the U.S. Department 

of Agriculture's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) or identified by a 

local government for flood mitigation are eligible for the program.

GREENWAYS, TRAILS AND RECREATION PROGRAM

Projects which involve development, rehabilitation and improvements to public 

parks, recreation areas, greenways, trails and river conservation. 

For more information, visit https://www.municipalauthorities.org/slide-

show/cfagrants/. 

Commonwealth Financing Authority  

Accepting Applications for Act 13 Grants 

We can help.

Spotts, Stevens and 

McCoy has the 

experience to assist you 

in processing your grant 

applications.

FOR MORE 

INFORMATION

Jamie Lorah, PE

jamie.lorah@ssmgroup.com

610-898-3044

https://www.municipalauthorities.org/slide-show/cfagrants/
mailto:jamie.lorah@ssmgroup.com
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CFA Local Share Account 

Grants

• In 2017, SSM assisted Norristown 

Municipal Waste Authority in 

obtaining $200,000 in CFA Grant 

funding for its Phase II Manhole 

Rehabilitation Project. 

• In 2014, SSM also assisted in 

obtaining a $200,000 Grant for 

funding a Pipe Rehabilitation Project.

Western Berks Water Authority 

Mohrsville Water District Arsenic Removal System

SSM helped  the Western Berks Water Authority to secure a $125,000 grant from 

the Commonwealth Financing Authority PA Small Water and Sewer Program for 

an upgraded arsenic removal system. This new addition improves the water 

quality for Wernersville, Sinking Spring, and the surrounding Greater Reading 

area. 

Walnutport Water & Sewer Authority 

South Canal Street Water Main Crossing 

SSM aided the Walnutport Authority of Northampton County in obtaining a 

$200,000 grant from the Commonwealth Financing Authority PA Small Water 

and Sewer Program. The funds were used for a project to replace an aging 

water main under the Lehigh Canal which serves drinking water to existing 

Lehigh customers. SSM provided the location maps and zoning designations of 

the service areas, as well as prepared and submitted a complete grant package 

for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and the Department of 

Community and Economic Development (DCED) to get funding consistent with 

Northampton County’s Comprehensive Plan.

Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority 

Prospect Street Sanitary Sewer Construction Project 

SSM successfully prepared and submitted a $100,000 grant package for the 

Coplay-Whitehall Sewer Authority for a project under the Commonwealth 

Financing Authority PA Small Water and Sewer Grant Program. The project 

involved constructing new sanitary sewers to provide service to residents on 

Prospect Street, located in Whitehall Township of Lehigh County. The funds were 

used to provide upgraded reliable sewer infrastructure and adjoining an existing 

residential zoning area where public sewer service was already provided. This 

ultimately eliminates groundwater pollution and provides the county’s customers 

with the best water quality. 

Reading Area Water Authority 

Filter Replacement Project

The Reading Area Water Authority (RAWA) was granted $125,000 by the 

Commonwealth Financing Authority (CFA) to finance the replacement and 

rehabilitation of four deteriorating filters and surrounding piping at the 

Maidencreek Filter Plant. SSM provided the CFA grant package, including 

preparation and submission of written materials, as well as coordination with all 

parties involved. The upgrade of the treatment plant’s filters positively benefit 

over 125,000 drinking water customers of the City of Reading and surrounding 

areas. With the upgrades obtained from the funding, RAWA can ensure more 

efficient disinfection, filtration, and treatment of The City’s drinking water and 

overall better water quality. 

In 2018, SSM assisted our clients in obtaining 

$650,000 in CFA Grant funding.
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Daniel E. Standish joins our Water and 

Wastewater Engineering Department 

as a Senior Operations Specialist. 

Mr. Standish’s experience in the water 

and wastewater industry includes 

client and project management, 

including coordination and 

supervision, of water treatment, 

distribution, sewage collection, 

sewage treatment, discharge and 

multiple capital improvement projects. 

His experience also involves providing 

technical and cost proposals for water 

and wastewater projects in PA, NJ, 

NY, MD, and VA as well as providing 

on-call Certified Operator services for 

clients. He is adept in completing 

Federal and State regulatory reporting 

requirements. 

Randall L. Heilman, AICP joins our 

Municipal Engineering and Planning 

Department as a Senior Community 

Planner. Mr. Heilman is experienced in 

the field of professional planning and 

has served as a senior community 

planner for over 28 years in 

Cumberland, Dauphin, Lancaster and 

Perry Counties working for both the 

Tri-County Regional and Lancaster 

County Planning Commissions, as 

well as a Township Manager at East 

Earl Township, Lancaster County and 

South Hanover Township, Dauphin 

County. He has provided professional 

planning expertise in comprehensive 

planning, housing planning, 

subdivision and land development, 

water resource planning, and zoning. 

Welcome Aboard 

SSM welcomes new faces to the team.

Join Our Growing Team!

We are actively recruiting for qualified applicants to fill a variety of positions. 

Visit our ssmgroup.com/join-us for more information about these opportunities.

• A Project Representative - Construction Observer to inspect structures and 

infrastructure to determine compliance with specifications and other regulations. 

• A Senior Electrical Engineer with data center design and power distribution 

experience.  

• A Senior Water Engineer to support our water and wastewater engineering 

project work including municipal treatment facilities, distribution systems, 

collection systems, sanitary and storm sewers and storm water.

• A Structural Engineer to assist our clients in the industrial, healthcare, higher 

education, research, and municipal markets.

• A Mechanical Engineer with 5-7 years of experience in the design of HVAC, 

process piping and plumbing systems in industrial, commercial, and R&D type 

facilities.

Our work touches 

everyday life.

From the water you drink to the air 

you breathe to the buildings and 

communities where you live, work 

and play.

Spotts, Stevens and McCoy is a 

family-owned regional engineering, 

environmental, and surveying firm 

serving local and global clients. We 

engineer solutions for a better 

world. Our work touches everyday 

life; from the water you drink, to the 

air you breathe, to the buildings 

and communities where you live, 

work and play. 

EXPERTISE

• Building Engineering

• Site and Civil Engineering

• Survey, Data Capture and 

Modeling

• Water and Wastewater 

Engineering

• Construction Phase Services

@ssmgroup.com


